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This unit is designed for a seventh grade Language Arts class.  It can be taught independently or as a larger unit on genre.  Our overall goal for the unit is for students to recognize different types of genre and identify conventional characteristics of each.  The unit culminates in a Socratic Seminar focusing on the genres present in The Princess Bride.  
Summary of The Princess Bride:   

Westley and Buttercup are both poor but deeply in love. Everything seems perfect in their humble lives until Westley goes off to see to seek his fortune.  Buttercup receives the new that Westley has been killed by pirates and goes into deep mourning.  However, the prince of the kingdom, Humperdink, sees Buttercup and is captivated by her beauty.  He convinces the grieving woman to marry him.  However, before the wedding, Buttercup is kidnapped by three thieves.  All seems lost until she is rescued by a mysterious stranger.  This masked man turns out to be her beloved Westley.  The reunion is short, though, as the jealous Humperdink “kills” Westley.  With the aid of two unexpected sidekicks, Westley storms the castle and rescues Buttercup from the evil Humperdink.  They ride off in to the sunset and live happily ever after. 

Emily Lovely

Princess Bride Lesson Plan: Day 1
Intro to The Princess Bride
Sunshine State Standards

LA.C.1.3

The student uses listening strategies effectively.  The student uses responsive listening skills, including paraphrasing, summarizing, and asking questions for elaboration and clarification.

LA.C.3.3

The student uses speaking strategies effectively.  The student asks questions and makes comments and observations that reflect understanding and application of content, processes, and experiences.

LA.E.1.3

The student understands the common features of a variety of literary forms.  The student recognizes complex elements of plot, including setting, character development, conflicts, and resolutions. 

Purpose

The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the class to the genre of fantasy/fairytale that we will be studying.  This lesson is designed to get the class engaged with the topic and begin thinking about their background knowledge on the genre. The activities are set up prepare the class for the viewing of the movie.

Objectives

The students will access prior knowledge about the selected genre by creating a class list of what they know about fantasy/fairytales.

The students will engage in a class discussion about the genre, seeking clarification and elaborating when appropriate.

The students will personal complete a character quiz on the Internet.

Teacher Will

1. Begin lesson by playing “Find a Fairytale” game.  Slips of paper are hidden around the room with words that relate to fairytales such as prince, evil, magic, disguise, etc. Send out the students to find one hidden slip each.  When each student has found a slip, have them create a story using their found word.  Each student will build upon the story the previous students have begun to create.

2. Ask students how they created their story.  Talk about what the words all have in common.

3. Have the students brainstorm what they know about fairytales.  Write this down on the board so they can see the list that they are compiling.

4. Tell the students that they created their own fairytale in the previous activity, but now they are going to listen to another fairytale.  Read “Snow White and Rose Red”

5. Ask the students why they think this story is considered a fairytale.

6. Introduce the unit that the class is going to begin studying, giving a brief overview of all of the topic that will touched upon.

7. Take students to computer lab to complete “What Character Are You From The Princess Bride?” quiz.  Have the students record their results in their journal.

Students Will

1. Participate in “Find a Fairytale” game.  Using their found word, the students will create a story, building upon what the previous students have already said.

2. Create a class list of what they know about fairytales.

3. Listen as teacher reads “Snow White and Rose Red.” Then they will discuss why they think the story is considered a fairytale.

4. Listen to the teacher’s introduction to the unit, asking any necessary questions for clarification.

5. Take the online quiz “What Character Are You From the The Princess Bride?” and record the results in their journal.

Assessment

Satisfactory completion of this lesson will be achieved by participating in the class activities and discussions, respectfully listening to the teacher when he/she speaks, and completion of the online quiz.

Emily Lovely

Princess Bride Lesson Plan: Day 2

Sunshine State Standards

LA.B.2.3

The student writes to communicate ideas and information. The student writes text, notes, outlines, comments, and observations that demonstrate comprehension of content and experiences from a variety of media. 

LA.C.2.3

The student uses viewing strategies effectively.  The student determines main concept, supporting details, stereotypes, bias, and persuasion techniques in a nonprint message. 

Purpose

The purpose of this lesson is to review what they class already knows about the genre of fantasy/fairytales.  After watching a section of the movie, they will engage in a discussion of what they have seen, using higher order thinking skills to analyze and predict.  The students will also be given an opportunity to respond to what they have seen in written form.

Objectives

The students will review previously discussed material, filling in any gaps in knowledge. 

The students will analyze, predict, and reflect in a class discussion what they have viewed. 

The students will personally respond to what they have viewed in written form in their journals, following a guided prompt.

Teacher Will

1. Begin the lesson by reading to the class from “East of the Sun, West of the Moon.”

2. Review with the class what was discussed the previous day.  Bring out the list the class compiled and go back over it. Provide clarification when needed.

3. Ask the class why “East of the Sun, West of the Moon” is considered a fairytale.

4. Pass out graphic organizer for students to use as they watch the movie.  Explain what information you want them to look for.

5. Watch first twenty minutes of The Princess Bride.

6. Begin class discussion by asking the students to express their reactions to what they have seen.

7. Have the student talk about how what they have seen so far could be considered a fairytale.

8. Have the student, as a class, make predictions about what they think will happen.  They need to provide support from the movie and what they know about fairytales.

9. Ask the students to take out their journals and finish out the period by responding to a writing prompt about the movie.  “Describe the characters that we have met so far: Westley, Buttercup, Vizzini, Inigo, Fezzik, Grandfather, and Grandson.  Which character would you want to sit down and have a conversation with?” 

Students Will

1. Listen as teacher reads “East of the Sun, West of the Moon.”

2. Review with teacher what was previously discussed about the genre.

3. As a class, provide reasoning why “East of the Sun, West of the Moon” could be considered a fairytale.

4. Take graphic organizer and listen as teacher explains task.  Ask any questions pertaining to the assignment.

5. Watch movie.

6. In a class discussion, describe, analyze, and make predictions about the movie.

7. Respond to writing prompt in journal.

Assessment

Satisfactory completion of this lesson will be achieved by the students participating in the discussions, respectfully listening to the teacher when he/she speaks, watching the movie and filling out the graphic organizer, and responding to the writing prompt in their journal.

Name ______________________________

	Story
	

	Main Character
	

	Important Person
	

	Where They Meet
	

	Problem
	

	Character’s Wish
	

	How they attain that wish
	

	Sidekick or Helper
	

	Villain(s)
	

	Proof of Identity
	

	Magic (Yes or No? Explain.)
	

	What Happens to Evil Characters
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LAE 6861
Princess Bride Lesson Plan: Day 3

Parody and the Three Trials

A. Purpose:


The purpose of today’s lesson is to review the conventions of folklore with the students and to introduce them to the genre of parody.  Students have undoubtedly been exposed to parodies in film and television; today I want students to see the connection between the original material and the text that parodies it.  For example, seventh grade students may have seen the Scream films, but they have probably not seen Halloween or other old horror films that provide the conventions that Scream mocks.    

B.  Objectives 

1.  Students will examine the relationship between an original text and a parody of that text in a Comparison Chart.

2.  Students will demonstrate understanding of the elements of the parody genre by removing those elements from a brief movie scene.  

      Sunshine State Standards:

LA.B.2.3.1 Student writes text, notes, outlines, comments, and observations that demonstrate comprehension of content and experiences from a variety of media.

LA.C.2.3.2 Student uses viewing strategies effectively; uses movement, placement, juxtaposition, gestures, silent periods, facial expression, and other non-verbal cues to convey meaning to the audience.

C. Materials


-Princess Bride DVD


-The Adventures of Robin Hood DVD


-internet access for small groups or selected excerpts of Princess Bride script


-Fight Scene Comparison Handout 


D. Procedure

Teacher will:

1. Direct students to complete quickwrite; afterwards students will share their response with a partner and have an opportunity to share with the entire class.

-Quickwrite Prompt: Today our hero will face three trials he must overcome to be reunited with his love.  Think about the tests and trials you have faced and write about one of them.  What was the trial? Did you succeed or overcome it and how?  Is it something you still face?  Westley fights for Buttercup, did you fight for anything that you love? 

2.  Review Folktale conventions and information regarding The Hero’s Journey relevant to today’s Princess Bride viewing.  This will include:  

-the mysterious stranger, the loved one in danger, the road of trials, and the law of 3s 

3.  Explain the concept and definition of parody as a genre.  The teacher will put the following definition on the overhead:

Parody- A composition imitating another, usually serious, piece.  It is designed to ridicule a work or its style or its author, but may imply a tribute to the original work.

Parody makes fun of some familiar style, usually by keeping the style more or less constant while markedly lowering or debasing the subject.  Parody can appear in novels, television or film. 

4. Lead the class in a brainstorm of examples of modern parodies such as The Daily Show, South Park, the Scream trilogy, and Robin Hood: Men in Tights (which interestingly stars Cary Elwes who plays Westley)  

5. Explain that Princess Bride crosses traditional genre boundaries.  It is both a fairy tale and a parody of a fairy tale.  The film-makers approach the traditional fairy tale genre from a knowing, tongue-in-cheek angle and invite the audience in on the joke.  Westley’s 3 Trials parody the traditional Hero’s Journey road of trials as well as conventions of film fight scenes. 

6. Pass out the Fight Scene Comparison Chart Handout and ask students to take notes while they watch two sword fights.

7. Show 5 minute sword-fighting clip from The Adventures of Robin Hood (so students are familiar with the convention being parodied).

8. Show students Westley’s swordfight with Inigo. 

9. Instruct students to complete the chart with a partner than lead a whole-class discussion of the comparison.

10. Show remaining 2 Trials from Princess Bride 

11. Briefly discuss elements of parody and comedy in the 2 Trials with the class.

12. Break the class into small groups, explain the Script-Rewrite activity, answer questions and monitor small groups as they complete the activity. 

Students will:

1. Complete quickwrite, share with a partner and have an opportunity to share with entire class.

2. Copy new notes on parody 

3. Brainstorm examples of modern parodies

4. Look over the Fight Scene Comparison chart before viewing the 2 scenes.

5. Take notes while watching Robin Hood fight the Sheriff of Nottingham and Westley fight Inigo.

6. Fill out the Comparison chart with a partner.

7. Participate in class discussion of the chart.

8. Watch and discuss the remaining 2 Trials from Princess Bride
9. In small groups, complete the Script Re-Write activity in which they will rewrite a brief scene (1-2 minutes) from one of Westley’s trials as a “straight” story, fairytale, or non-parody.  They will create new dialogue (with the original script as a reference) and enact their scene for the class.  After each small group presentation, the group will briefly explain the changes they made and how those changes affected the genre-shift.   

10. After the presentations, the class will discuss the changes made and decide whether they add to or take away from the story.  

E. Assessment:

The Comparison Chart and questions are worth a total 10 points.  Students will receive 5 points if they have filled the chart out completely and cited details from the two films.  They will receive 5 points on the questions if they answer them and provide adequate support for their ideas. 

Small groups will be graded on their Script Re-Write and presentation (for which they will turn in their written script).  Group grades will be based on the following criteria:

1.  Scene presentation meets the 1-2 minute time requirement-3 points

2.  Students make the necessary changes to the original scene; their scene is not a parody-6 points

3.  Students explain their rationale for the changes in the presentation-6 points

Fight Scene Comparison--Original vs. Parody

Directions: Compare the duel scene from The Adventures of Robin Hood with the duel between the Dread Pirate Roberts (Westley) and Inigo in the chart below.  After you have completed the chart, discuss and answer (in writing) the question below with a partner.   
	
	Robin Hood’s Duel
	Westley’s Duel

	What is the setting of the duel?  Do any elements of the setting play a role in the duel, if so explain?

What is the mood or tone of the duel? (You might include the lighting in your response).  

Briefly describe the dialogue between the fighters. 

Briefly describe the physical action. 

How is the action filmed?  Are there a lot of close-ups of the fighters?  What is the viewer’s perspective of the fight?  Do we see it from far away, up close, from above, below, or face on? 

 
	
	


How does Westley’s battle subvert our expectations of a duel (what is surprising or different about it)?  

A parody makes fun of a familiar style, usually by keeping the style constant while markedly debasing the subject.  Explain how Westley’s duel parodies Robin’s.  Do you think the filmmakers intended to simply make fun of the traditional film duel?  
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Princess Bride Lesson Plan: Day 4

Propp’s Character Types and Characterization in Film

A. Purpose:


The purpose of today’s lesson is to introduce students to Propp’s Character Types through Princess Bride and to make the connection between Character Types and their prior knowledge.  Unless the students have grown up in a cultural vacuum, they will already be familiar with the characteristics of types such as the hero or the villain.  Additionally, students will examine characterization in film through Character Profile Charts and Body Biographies.  The day will conclude in a discussion of the differences and similarities between novel and film characterizations. 
B.  Objectives

1.  Students will examine characterization in film through a Character Profile Chart.

2.  Students will interpret the film characterization of one character in a Body Biography  

Sunshine State Standards:

LA.B.2.3.1 Student writes text, notes, outlines, comments, and observations that demonstrate comprehension of content and experiences from a variety of media.

LA.C.2.3.2 Student uses viewing strategies effectively; uses movement, placement, juxtaposition, gestures, silent periods, facial expression, and other non-verbal cues to convey meaning to the audience.

LA.E.1.3.2 Student recognizes complex elements of plot, including setting, character development, conflicts, and resolutions.
C.  Materials


-Character Profile Chart


-Body Biography Directions


-Poster-sized paper for Body Bios


-Markers, crayons

-Princess Bride DVD

D.  Procedure:

Teacher will:

1. Explain Propp’s Character Types with examples from Princess Bride and previous literature read in class. The types are: hero, princess, helper, donor, and villain  

2. Lead the class in a brainstorm of the characteristics or qualities of each character type.  The teacher will write student answers down on an overhead transparency.  Afterwards, she will connect the brainstorm to the fact that we can know a lot about a character just by knowing their type.  We have a pre-existing character type schema that we bring to every film we watch or book we read.

3. Show 20 minutes of Princess Bride
4. Break students up into small groups (3-4 students) and explain the Character Profile Chart and the Body Biography.  The Chart will prepare students for the Biography (which the teacher will explain so the students do the chart first).  The teacher will explain that since they have not seen the whole film yet, their Body Bios will be a work in progress.  Students will have the opportunity to add to or change elements of the Biography after they have finished the film.  The teacher will explain that changes will occur if the character is dynamic and briefly review the concept of dynamic character.  

a. The characters for the Body Bios are: Westley, Buttercup, Inigo Montoya, Prince Humperdink, Vizzini, Fezzik, and the 6-fingered man  

5. Monitor small groups as they work.

6. The teacher will lead the class in a discussion of the similarities and differences between film and novel characterizations (after they have discussed this in their small groups).  The discussion occurs now, after the students have worked on their Body Bios because they now have an idea of how their specific character is characterized by the film makers. 

Students will:

1. Brainstorm the characteristics of specific character types.

2. Watch 20 minutes of Princess Bride 

3. In small groups, discuss and fill out the Character profile Chart.  Students may refer to the Graphic Organizer they have been filling out from the beginning of the movie to help them.

4. Work on the Body Biography for their character.  Students will not present them until after they have seen the entire film and had 10-15 minutes to make necessary changes. 

5. Spend a few minutes discussing the differences and similarities between characterization in novels and film.  Each group will be expected to contribute something to the following whole-class discussion. 

E.  Assessment:


Students will be assessed in their small groups.  The Character Profile Charts will receive a maximum score of 10 points.  To receive full credit, charts must be completely filled out and cite details or examples from the film.  


The Body Biographies will receive a maximum grade of 25 points.  They will be graded based on the following criteria:

-Looks like it reflects 40 minutes worth of work (did groups use their time to complete it, or just talk for 20 minutes then throw something together at the end?)-8 points

-Contains all the elements required (as given in the directions)-8 points

-Is accurate regarding the character presented-5 points

-Additions or changes have been made as necessary to reflect character dynamisms in the film- 4 points 

Character Profile Chart
Directions: Answer the questions on the profile chart before beginning your Body Biographies.  Be sure to support your answers with details from the film.  Feel free to use the Viewing Graphic Organizer you received on the second day of this unit.  
Character_______________________ Propp’s Type:  ________________________
	Describe the characters physical appearance.  What do they look like?  What do their clothes look like?  Is there anything striking about their appearance?  


	

	What is the character doing when we first meet them?  


	

	Does the music change when the character is on-screen?  If so, how?


	

	How does the character interact with their environment and the people around them?


	

	What is the character’s purpose or goal?  Is it noble or self-serving?
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Princess Bride Body Biography Directions

1. Complete the Character Profile Chart as a small group.  You will use this chart as a reference for your Body Biography.

2. Draw an outline of your character’s body.

3. Place traits that help you understand your character inside the outline.  Think about where to put the parts.  For example, you might place relationships in the chest where the heart would be.  Other elements you could include to give meaning to the drawing are:

a. Spine-What is the purpose or goal of your character?  What drives their actions or thoughts?  Write this along the spine.

b. Colors-What colors might you use for the character?  Why?

c. Symbols-What objects could be used to symbolize the character?  Why

d. Changes-Use thought balloons or symbols to show how the character’s thinking changed during the film.

e. Mirror-Draw a mirror in the character’s hand and write how the character appears to him or herself and to others.

f. Make up a “name poem” for the character .

4. Be creative!  You will present your Biography after we have finished the film.  

Maggie Cramer

June 12, 2005

Media Module #3

Princess Bride Lesson Plans: Days 5 & 6
Purpose: 

This lesson is intended to introduce students to multiple genres of both literature and film and facilitate their understanding of the characteristics of particular genres as well as narrative structure present in the film The Princess Bride. The lesson incorporates Freytag’s triangle or traditional narrative structure model and seeks to evoke students’ background knowledge of narrative structure (SSS LA.E.1.3.2). On the first day of the lesson, there will be a brief whole class discussion diagramming Freytag's triangle for the film—stopping at the climax for an activity, and later diagramming the falling action and resolution. After reading the film’s climax, students will complete KWP charts (Know, Want to Know, and Predict) based on their background knowledge and in-class brainstorms on genre characteristics to predict what will happen after the climax of the film or during the film’s resolution. In the K column of the chart, students will write elements they already know about the film—this will include the film’s exposition and rising action. In the W column, students will write what they want to know, or what questions the film’s rising actions and climax leave unanswered or to be answered in falling actions and the resolution. Finally, students will predict the answers to the questions in the W column. While completing the chart, students will keep in mind genre characteristics to help make predictions of the film’s resolution. For example, because they know it is a fairytale and a romance, it is likely that Westley will “get the girl” and they will live happily ever after. There will be a follow up discussion, after finishing the movie, referring back to the whole-class diagram discussing the films resolution. This will segue into day two of the lesson.

The lesson also seeks to further elicit students understanding of genre and narrative by asking them to rewrite the ending of the film to make the film a representation of anti-genre (SSS LA.B.1.3.2). In other words, the students will re-write endings opposite of endings they are likely to predict in their P column and how the film actually ends. For example, students could choose to re-write the ending of the film to make the film a tragedy or anti-comedy (since comedy is one genre or category the film falls into). In this case, Buttercup could follow through with killing herself and perhaps Westley would follow, creating a Romeo & Juliet tragic ending. Or, scenes like where Buttercup flies through the air and lands in the arms of the giant, could be deleted and replaced by natural or “real” action—like walking down the castle’s stairs to the horses—to make the ending a “real” or anti-fairytale ending. Of course in this scenario, Westley would also not get the girl; perhaps she would remain married and exist still as the Princess Bride. Students will be encouraged to use their imagination, but will be asked to justify how their new ending is anti the movies original genre and provide explanations that exhibit an understanding of genre. This will be part of the assessment. 

Objectives: 

1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of narrative structure by correctly placing parts of the film on a diagram of Freytag’s triangle and completing a KWP chart that identifies questions or problems posed by the film’s rising action and climax. 

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of genre—as the categories apply to both film and literature—by completing a KWP, where the predictions are consistent with established characteristics of the movie’s genres.
3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of genre by establishing a particular genre’s “anti-genre”—through re-writing the ending of The Princess Bride it becomes characteristically opposite of one of the genres it falls into. 
Procedure:
Day 5: 

Teacher will: 

1. Show a portion of the final chapters of the film, from after Westley’s torture until film’s climax—the wedding ceremony. (about 20 minutes) 

2. Lead a brief whole-class discussion/brainstorm to diagram the narrative structure of the film thus far. The teacher will draw a blank model of Freytag’s triangle on the board and ask for students to volunteer contributions of parts of the film’s exposition and rising action. While the teacher will have already established the climax by stopping the movie at that point, students will be allowed and encouraged to debate exactly what moment or scene around that stopping point is the climax. Is it as Westley and the two “thieves” are approaching the castle? Etc. We will try to come to a consensus as a class on a climax that falls around the moment of the wedding ceremony. (5 minutes)
3. Break the class into small groups of three or four and distribute KWP charts. While students are working on this as a group, each student will be given a blank KWP and encouraged to complete their own for reference for later assignments: Socratic Seminar or test on film or unit on genre, etc. (students will have about 15 minutes)
4. Show final chapters of the film and briefly complete the resolution and falling action portion of Freytag’s triangle with class. (about 10 minutes)

Students will:

1. Watch portion of the film’s final chapters, from after Westley’s torture until wedding scene. (about 20 minutes)

2. Participate in brief whole-class discussion/brainstorm to diagram the narrative structure of the film thus far. Students will volunteer elements of the film and the areas under which they fall, i.e. exposition, rising action, and climax, etc. (5 minutes)
3. Participate with small group of peers to complete KWP charts. They will complete individual KWP charts for participation grade and to have as reference, however, will be allowed to and encouraged to come up with group responses and reactions to the film. (15 minutes)
4. Watch final chapters of the film and volunteer rising action and the film’s resolution. Students will be asked if their questions in the W column were answered and if their predictions from the P column were correct. This discussion can continue into day two if needed. (about 10 minutes)

Day 6:

Teacher will:

1. Facilitate conclusion of yesterday’s ending discussion: Were all of the students’ questions from W column answered? Were predictions correct? If not, what were the predictions and why didn’t they happen? Teacher will also facilitate a wrap-up discussion about the film, including any final questions or misunderstandings, opinions, etc. (about 5 minutes)

2. Lead brief whole-class brainstorm on genres of the film. This will be somewhat of a review from the introduction to The Princess Bride as well as previous class lessons. Create semantic webs on the board with specific genre in the middle and characteristic of the genre present in the movie in outside web appendages. (about 10 minutes)

3. Provide students with instructions for in-class writing assignment. Students will be instructed to choose one genre—since the film has many—either comedy, romance, fairytale/fantasy, etc. and re-write the ending of the film contrary to one of the genres. If the student chooses fantasy/fairytale, they could make the ending anti-fairytale by omitting the stereotypical elements: Westley gets the girl, lives happily ever after, rides away on white horses (they can remove fairytale symbols like this, etc.) Students will be allowed to present this re-write in a manner of their choosing. They can submit a summary of how the film would end, write a script of the film’s ending, or create a storyboard with illustrations and brief explanations of each scene they draw or otherwise illustrate. Students excited about cinematic effects would choose either the script or storyboard option, where they could include elements like sound, lighting, camera angle, and focus, etc. Students will be encouraged to spend some time brainstorming and planning for writing (pre-writing) by selecting a graphic organizer or outline prototype previously introduced to them in the class that works best for them: web, Venn diagram, chart, list, etc. Because the task is designed to be completed in-class, the graphic organizer will not be collected, as it is merely a quick jumping off point. This is an individual assignment in that individuals must have original ideas and submit their own re-write; however, students can work together during time spent planning for writing to help formulate ideas, etc. Students will be encouraged to refer to their KWP’s for elements of the genre. Students will have the rest of the class period to work on the assignment and can finish the assignment for homework if necessary. There will be a homework component that will be explained in the assessment section. (35 minutes)

Students will:

1. Participate in class discussion. Contribute their questions and predictions from their KWP’s as well as ask any other questions they may still have about the film or opinions that they want to ask the teacher or further discuss with the class. (about 5 minutes)

2. Participate in whole-class brainstorm on genres present in the film by volunteering what they already know about the genres from their background knowledge as well as other lessons in the unit or from the film. (about 10 minutes)

3. Create their in-class writing assignment: re-writes of the film’s ending. Students will choose a genre and method for this project and work on their project in-class, completing it for homework if necessary. (about 35 minutes)

Assessment: At the end of day one, students will hand in their KWP charts for a participation grade. They will be graded with a check, check minus, or a zero. A check is for an adequately completed chart; a check minus is for a somewhat or halfway completed chart; and a zero is for nonparticipation in the activity. They will receive their KWP charts back on day two, so they can have them to help with their re-write as well as for later activities and for reference. For homework on day two, students will be asked to compose a short explanation (one or two paragraphs) as to why their re-write of the ending of The Princess Bride is anti/opposite one of the film’s original genres. They will be asked to provide support and rationale for their re-write and explain the characteristics of the film’s new ending in light of the anti-genre. This will help the teacher assess whether or not they did what they were asked of for the assignment and better see the students’ intentions and interpretations of the task. A brief checklist will be created for assessment, with the idea that most students will receive either an A or B for completing the assignment in an academically acceptable way. Adaptations to the checklist would be made for ESOL students, where emphasis would lie on understanding of genre through the new ending rather than academic language functions or grammar, etc.

Checklist:

1. Re-write presents ending opposite of expected by film’s genre.  Yes_____ No_____

2. Re-write is consistent with grade level standards for writing.      Yes_____ No_____

    Few grammatical errors are made (recognizing it is an 

    In-class assignment)

3. Student provided brief explanation/rationale of re-write.
            Yes_____ No_____

Grades:

All Yes’s= A 

Yes to #1 and #3= A-, B+, or B depending on errors 

Somewhat to #1, No to #2, and Yes to #3= B- or C+ depending on specifics

No to #1 and #2, Yes to #3= D

No Yes’s=O (F), no participation

Name: ________________

Date:   ________________

The Princess Bride 

Instructions: Fill out the KWP chart below with the help of your group members. Put what you already know, or what has happened so far in the film, in the K column. Put what you want to know, or what you hope the film’s resolution will answer, in the W column. Write your predictions for the film’s resolution and ending in the P column. 

	K

What I Know—What has happened so far in the movie (rising action)
	W

What I Want to Know—What questions I want the resolution to answer about the rising action and climax 
	P

What I Predict—What I think will happen in the end, based on the film’s genre(s)

	
	
	


Colleen Koszoru

Media Module 3

Princess Bride Lesson Plans: Day 7 

Purpose: 

The purpose of today’s lesson is to review the movie, The Princess Bride, with students, introduce Socratic Seminar, and create questions for students to use in the Socratic Seminar the next day.  Students have already worked with characterization using body biographies, elements of a folktale, narrative structure, and genres.  Students will be encouraged to use all the characterization chart, journal entries, KWP charts, and any other handouts or activities the students have completed previously for the unit.  

To review the movie, students will be separated into two teams to play The Princess Bride Jeopardy.  The questions for the Jeopardy game will cover all aspects of the film the students have previously learned from the unit.  The attached handout lists some sample questions to be used for the game.  Students will be given the rules of the game before beginning.  One student must volunteer to serve as the mediator to see who stands first.  Throughout the game, students must remain sitting until they wish to answer a question.  When they want to answer the question they stand next to their desk and wait to be called.  If the student answers the question correctly, they earn a point for their team.  If the student incorrectly answers the question, the other team gets the chance to answer the question.  If both teams answer the question incorrectly, neither team receives points and the game moves on to the next question.    

Students will then view a PowerPoint presentation that reviews the purpose of a Socratic Seminar, rules, and procedures.  After viewing the Socratic Seminar presentation, students will be broken into groups based on genre (fantasy, adventure, romance, fairy tale, and comedy).  Students are given the opportunity to work within their groups to formulate questions and find evidence from the movie to support their genre in the film. 

Objectives:

· As a whole group, students will be able to correctly answer eight out of ten review questions for various aspects of film, The Princess Bride.

· Students will be able to write one analysis question, one synthesis question, and one evaluation question for their particular genre regarding The Princess Bride.

· Students will be able to provide evidence from The Princess Bride to support their questions.

Process/Procedures for Students: 

1. As students enter the classroom they will write the daily agenda in their planners.

2. Students will then be broken into two groups for The Princess Bride Jeopardy.  One student must volunteer to watch which student stands up first during the game and to serve as scorekeeper.  

3. As the teacher calls the question, students will stand when they wish to answer.  The team that answers the most questions correctly thus earning the most points, wins the game. (10 minutes)

4. As a whole class, students will then view a Socratic Seminar PowerPoint presentation (See attached).  In the presentation students will be taught three kinds of questions that they will be required to use in the Socratic Seminar  (analysis, synthesis, and evaluation). (20 minutes) 

5. After the presentation students will be broken into groups according to genre (fantasy, adventure, romance, fairy tale, and comedy).  

6. In their groups students will work together to formulate questions and find evidence from the movie to support why their genre is most represented in The Princess Bride. (20 minutes)

Process/Procedures for Teacher: 

1. Before class begins, the teacher must prepare a PowerPoint presentation that reviews the rules and procedures for a Socratic Seminar, explains the three levels of questions the students will have to use (analysis, synthesis, and evaluation), and states the focus of the Socratic Seminar.

2. The teacher must also prepare questions for The Princess Bride Jeopardy review and the handout to give students while they work in their groups.

3. During the Jeopardy game, the teacher chooses a scorekeeper, reads the questions, and calls on students to answer.

4. Before showing the Socratic Seminar PowerPoint presentation, the teacher first asks students to recall the purpose of a Socratic Seminar and some procedures to follow during the seminar.  

5. After students have exhausted all recollection of Socratic Seminar, the teacher starts the actual presentation, in which the students learn the specific rules for The Princess Bride Socratic Seminar.  The teacher explains that there will be five rounds with each genre group leading the discussion, while the larger group responds to their questions.  

6. After the PowerPoint presentation students will then be divided into groups by numbering off one to five.  Then all the ones will have the genre fantasy, twos will be adventure, threes will be romance, fours will be fairytale, and fives will be comedy.

7. Each group will be given The Princess Bride Socratic Seminar handout to guide in their group work.

8. While students are working in their groups the teaching will be walking around to each group clarifying questions and monitoring student work to make sure they are on task.  

 Assessment :

The Princess Bride Jeopardy game is a great way to informally assess students understanding of the characters, plot structure, and other concepts associated with the movie that the students have learned earlier in the week.  If you notice that the entire class is having trouble answering a certain question or concept, the teacher can go over and possibly reteach what the students are having trouble understanding.  

For the PowerPoint presentation and Socratic Seminar group work, students will be given participation points based on observation by the teacher.  To receive participation points for the day, students should be actively engaging in the activity with other group members, helping to formulate questions and identify evidence from the movie.  If a student is not participating in their group work, they will receive zero participation points for the day.  
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Princess Bride Lesson Plans: Day 8
Purpose: 

Socratic Seminars are extremely valuable to English classroom discussion.  In Socratic Seminars students learn to paraphrase, defer, and take turns, as well as deal with frustration when waiting.  Instead of raising their hands, students use body language, eye contact, and mutual respect to "read" the seminar process.

Students must also form questions using analysis, synthesis, and evaluation so they gain experience in synthesis and evaluation - the higher levels of cognition of Bloom's taxonomy.  The seminar also builds intellectual and character development by teaching students ways of working together to question, disagree, negotiate, appreciate different points of view, and solve problems.  

The purpose of today’s lesson is to cultivate an in-depth discussion about the genres present in The Princess Bride.  This will serve as a culminating activity in which students must call on all the information and activities they have previously learned throughout the unit.  

The Socratic Seminar for The Princess Bride will held in 5 rounds.  Each round will be approximately eight minutes long.  For each round, one genre group at a time will be in the inner circle and responsible for forwarding the discussion and keeping the outer circle discussion on-topic.  

Objectives:

· Each student will pose on question to the larger group during the Socratic Seminar.
· Each student will respond once during each round of the Socratic Seminar.
Process/Procedures for Students: 

7. As students enter the classroom they will write the daily agenda in their planners.

8. The first group will take their places in the inner circle and begin the discussion by posing their questions.  

9. When a question is posed, students in the outer circle will be given an opportunity to reply.

10. Every eight minutes the genre groups will rotate and a new genre group will take their place in the inner circle. (40)  

11. Students are also encouraged to take notes while in the outer circle.

Process/Procedures for Teacher: 

9. Before class begins, the teacher must set up the desks in the classroom for the Socratic Seminar.  There needs to be two circles.  One smaller circle inside a larger circle.

10. When students enter the teacher will instruct the first genre group to sit in the inner circle and the rest of the students to sit in the outer circle. 

11. The teacher will then quickly explain and review he rules and procedures of the Socratic Seminar again. (5 minutes)

12. The teacher will then start the video tape and take a seat in the outer circle.  

13. While the students are discussing the questions it is the teacher’s responsibility to keep time and make sure that groups switch every eight minutes.  

14. The teacher should also take notes during the discussion and use the videotape for a more formal assessment after the Seminar has ended. 

15. At the end of class, the teacher will collect the worksheets from the previous day.

 Assessment :

Individually, each student will be given points when they respond once during each round of the Socratic Seminar.  When each group is in the inner circle, they are responsible for posing one question to the larger group.  As a group, each group is also responsible for forwarding the conversation and making sure discussion in the outer group remains on topic.  For assessment purposes, the seminar should be videotaped so that during the actual seminar the teacher can pay attention to the conversation rather than frantically trying to keep track of student participation.  

At the end of the class period, the students will hand in their worksheets from the previous day that lists their questions and evidence from the movie.  Students that have one questions for each level (analysis, synthesis, and evaluation) will receive a check plus and full credit.  Students who hand in an incomplete worksheet will receive a check for partial credit.  Students who do not hand in their worksheet will receive no credit.    

Students who are absent will be given an alternate assignment (see attached).   

Alternate assignment to the Socratic Seminar 
(for those who will be absent.)
In order to earn the points, you will need to complete the following:

Instead of simply listing the questions your group would have asked, you must complete the following:

· Include a brief (two - three paragraphs) discussion as a general answer to the question.

· The Princess Bride – (May be a list) include several specific illustrations from the movie.  Explain how these examples support your contention.

Due on Wednesday

Socratic Seminar Questions
Name____________________        Your Genre_________________________________

Directions:  Under the Your Question column, write a question for each type of question.  Under the Evidence column, write the scene, character, or evidence from the movie that supports your question.  You must have one question and evidence for each type of question. 

	Type of Question
	Your Question
	Evidence

	Analysis

Reference examples from the film
	
	

	Synthesis

Compare/Contrast to other literary selections, history, current events, personal observations
	
	

	Evaluation

Effectiveness, accuracy, relevance of your genre
	
	


This copyrighted material may be used in classrooms by teachers. It was created by students in the English Proteach program in 2004-2005. 
